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Proper for Ash Wednesday in Years A, B and C (ICCEC / RCL) 

March 6, 2019 

“Walking the Pilgrim Way” 

 

Collect of the Day 

 

Presider: Almighty and everlasting God, You hate nothing You have made and 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and 

contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging 

our wretchedness, may obtain of You, the God of all mercy, perfect 

remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Proclamation: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 103:8-14 

New Testament Proclamation: 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 

Gospel Proclamation: Matthew 6:1-8, 16-18 

 

Gradual Verse: 

 

Remove the false way from me, and graciously grant me Your Law. 

Sermon 

 

After the sermon, all stand, and the Celebrant invites the people to the observance 

of a holy Lent. 

Silence is kept for a time, all kneeling. 

The Presider says the following prayer over the ashes: 

Presider: Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust of the earth: 

Presider: Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, 

that we may remember that it is only by Your gracious gift that we are 

given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Imposition of Ashes 

The ashes are imposed with the following words: 

Presider: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

Psalm 51:1-17 

Psalm 51 is recited after the Imposition of Ashes. 

Presider: Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; 

People: According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my 

transgressions. 

Presider: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity 

People: And cleanse me from my sin. 

Presider: For I know my transgressions, 

People: And my sin is ever before me. 

Presider: Against You, You only, I have sinned 

People: And done what is evil in Your sight, 

Presider: So that You are justified when You speak 

People: And blameless when You judge. 

Presider: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

People: And in sin my mother conceived me. 

Presider: Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, 

People: And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom. 

Presider: Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

People: Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Presider: Make me to hear joy and gladness, 

People: Let the bones which You have broken rejoice. 

Presider: Hide Your face from my sins 

People: And blot out all my iniquities. 

Presider: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Presider: Do not cast me away from Your presence 
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People: And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Presider: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation 

People: And sustain me with a willing spirit. 

Presider: Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

People: And sinners will be converted to You. 

Presider: Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; 

People: Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousness. 

Presider: O Lord, open my lips, 

People: That my mouth may declare Your praise. 

Presider: For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; 

People: You are not pleased with burnt offering. 

Presider: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

People: A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Litany of Penance BCP 

The Litany of Penance takes the place of the Prayers of the People. 

The Presider and People together, all kneeling, say: 

Presider: Most holy and merciful Father: 

We confess to You and to one another, and to the whole communion of 

saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 

left undone. 

The Presider continues: 

Presider: We have not loved You with our whole heart and mind and strength. We 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others 

as we have been forgiven. 

People: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

Presider: We have been deaf to Your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 

been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved Your Holy Spirit. 

People: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
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Presider: We confess to You, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy 

and impatience of our lives. 

People: We confess to You, Lord. 

Presider: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 

people. 

People: We confess to You, Lord. 

Presider: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate 

than ourselves. 

People: We confess to You, Lord. 

Presider: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty 

in daily life and work. 

People: We confess to You, Lord. 

Presider: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the 

faith that is in us. 

People: We confess to You, Lord. 

Presider: Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for our 

blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 

and cruelty. 

People: Accept our repentance, Lord. 

Presider: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 

and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us. 

People: Accept our repentance, Lord. 

Presider: Restore us, good Lord, and let Your anger depart from us. 

People: Favorably hear us, for Your mercy is great. 

Presider: Accomplish in us the work of Your salvation. 

People: That we may show forth Your glory in the world. 

Presider: By the cross and passion of Your Son our Lord, 

People: Bring us with all Your saints to the joy of His resurrection. 
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The Bishop, if present, or the Priest, stands and, facing the people, says: 

Presider: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, desires not the death 

of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live. 

Has given power and commandment to His ministers to declare and 

pronounce to His people, penitent, the absolution and remission of their 

sins. He pardons and absolves all those who truly repent, and with sincere 

hearts believe His holy Gospel. 

Therefore we beseech Him to grant us true repentance and His Holy 

Spirit, that those things may please Him which we do on this day, and 

that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at the last 

we may come to His eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Proper Preface Lent II BCP 

 

Father, all powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to 

give You thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You bid Your faithful people to cleanse their hearts, and to prepare with joy for the 

Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by Your 

word and sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which You have 

prepared for those who love You. 

Therefore with angels, archangels, patriarchs, prophets, apostles and martyrs and 

the whole company of Heaven we join in their unending hymn of praise: 

 

Benediction: 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

the knowledge and love of God and of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty: + the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with 

you now and forever. Amen. 


