


AUSTIN RANDOLPH ADLER
Archbishop
1945-2016

The Cathedral of the King joins the entire International Communion of the Charismatic and Episcopal Church 
(ICCEC) in celebrating the life and ministry of our beloved Austin Randolph Adler, founder, patriarch, and 
father of the ICCEC. While his passing causes us deep mourning and sadness, we will lovingly remember him 
for his zeal and passion in working for restoration and unity in the church. We will never forget the love he has 
shared with God’s people.
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We cannot be 
a masterpiece 
until we allow 

Him to mold us 
and form us into 

His image and 
likeness.

Let us allow Him to continue to spin the 
potter’s wheel. Let Him strip off the excess 
and unnecessary clay from us, that we 
can be emptied and made hollow for His 
purposes. The clay becomes sanctified, fit 
for the Master’s use.

This is the essence of Advent.  It is the 
expectation of the masterpiece He will 
make of us if we only allow Him to weave 
our story into His, blending the Spirit 
into the flesh, the divine into the human.  
Christmas is the story of the Divine. God 
has authored it. The Divine has clothed 
Himself with humanity. The King has 
become the subject. The Lord has become 
the servant. The Potter has become clay. 

     From Advent 
to Christmas: 
 His Story, 
  His Way, 
   His Time

Nimfa Grace V. Jorvina
EDITOR

Before the Word ever became flesh and dwelt among us, there came in the 
history of Israel a very long time when people rebelled against God and His 
ways, forming their own images and versions of idols and gods. 

God did not seem to be present anymore in their midst. “For you have hidden your 
face from us...” Isaiah lamented, “Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come 
down, with the mountains quaking before you, while you wrought awesome deeds 
we could not hope for, such as they had not heard of from of old.” (Isaiah 63) Isaiah 
yearned for God to be present at a time of instability and political turmoil. It was a 
time of waiting for His promises to come true. His chosen race had been in captivity 
for a very long time, and they were lamenting and crying out for the Messiah to come.
And He did. Isaiah did not see Him in his lifetime. After many centuries of waiting, 
God came and dwelt among men. God’s coming was in His own time, His way. 

The prophets had foretold about the coming 
of the Messiah, but who would have known 
that His coming would be in the form of 
a baby born in a lowly manger? No royal 
welcome, no majestic regalia, no royal 
announcement, His birth was in the midst 
of the most ordinary things of creation - 
ox, cattle, dried grass, because there was 
no room for Him in the inn. Between the 
promises of salvation and the glad tidings 
of great joy are many lessons in history 
yet to be learned by mankind. How many 
times did man cried out for deliverance 
from the bondage of sin? When help and 
deliverance came, did man ever recognize 
His hand? How many times has man cried 
out the Messiah because there is no room 
for Him in the inns of their hearts? 

From Advent to Christmas, the hand of 
God has been at work. One cannot sing 
“O Come Let Us Adore Him” unless He 
is invited “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
into man’s lives. Christmas trees in 
homes become more meaningful when 
the significance of the Advent wreath is 
recognized. Divinity embracing humanity. 
The Potter becoming the clay.

…We are the 
clay, and you our 
potter; and we 
all are the work 
of your hand. 
Isaiah 64: 8
God as the Potter and His people the 
clay has both an incarnational and sacred 
touch to it. We feel the Potter’s touch, 
as He transforms us earthen vessels to a 
masterpiece fit for the Master’s use. 
We feel the Potter’s hands: the gentle 
pressure that smoothens out lumps, the 
pinching into shape of the fine details, the 
coiling into shape hollow and asymmetrical 
parts. 

Some clays are not able to be molded 
right away, so those are shaped back into 
a ball and molded again.  So it is with us. 
Through the experiences, victories, and 
struggles we face, we are delicately shaped 
and reshaped by His hands.
He grafts His divine nature into our 
humanity.  We become His very own 
masterpiece. Until then, we are a work in 
progress. 
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What Does
Your Family

Look Forward
to at 

Christmas Time? 
by Isabella Thurman

Every Christmas, we look forward for how we could 
bond as a family and make up for the time that we 

missed each other due to work and school. 
- Staiza Abarquez

We look forward to the family reunions and endless bliss we’ll get to share once 
more with the rest of our clan.  - Reuben Galenzoga

Though we live in the same compound and have different religious beliefs, we’re all 
looking forward to family bonding: eating, talking, reminiscing, karaoke, gift giving 
and other activities. - Melisse Perez

We look forward to ministering on Christmas day. Of course, we will look forward to 
family time, reunions, time of meditation, and rest.  - Patricia Jorvina

My family and I are looking forward to celebrating Christmas with our relatives and 
have our bonding time together! - Gianina David 

Family bonding. - Gino Jorvina

Christmas is time for reunions with relatives and friends, exchanging gifts, 
reminiscing memories, and catching up with what’s happening in their lives. It is 
also time to share our blessings with the less fortunate.  -  Niel Magtibay

Spending time away from our hectic work schedules to be with the entire family.
- Rotti Flores

Celebrating Christ together with the family, family reunions, going to church, visiting 
relatives and friends.    - Cherry Urmenita

I look forward to family bonding with my children and my grandchildren. I am very 
sentimental when it comes to that and of course I know that I will be receiving 
invitations from our clan members and I worry that I may not be able to go to all the 
invitations, but I want my family to be together and to praise God together. 
- Tita Chita Vaquer

Our family bonding, especially with the kids. But just to be with them in the house 
is not enough so bonding time for us is to do something extraordinary like going 
out to the beach or farms. That is what the four of us are looking 
forward to because our family are not content with just 
staying at the house watching television. We like to 
go out, even just to walk around our village. That 
is what we look forward to because it is out 
of the ordinary. 
- Julie Reimers

To be together and have a good 
celebration knowing that Christ is 
born that day, and to feel his love. 
- Anthony Sison
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So goes the very well – known Bible verse on the incarnation. But He did not just become flesh, He dwelt among 
us. Permanently. But why? Why did the Word become flesh?

Ephesians 5 is such a trove of insight into the heart of God. There St. Paul talks about marriage and gives 
instructions to husbands about loving their wives. To stress his point, he cites the example of Jesus. In an 
interplay of two subjects, matrimony and Christ’s love for the Church, he mentions Genesis and says, “For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh.” The quote, which he calls a great mystery, is really about Christ and the Church, but married couples, 
particularly the husbands, are nevertheless to pattern their relationship after it.

The term kenosis comes from the Greek word which means “to empty.” Although Jesus did not give up 
His divine attributes, He did lay aside His rights and privileges, left His heavenly comfort zone and made a 
permanent decision to be one with us and one of us. Obviously, this is a lot more than just leaving the security 
and protection of father and mother. God so loved the world, and His Son demonstrates that by pitching His 
tabernacle among us.

Our theme for the new liturgical year is “Building Up Itself  In Love.” We do this by making disciples and we 
begin right at home, with the family. One very vital factor in discipleship is contained in Jesus’ instructions to 
the seventy He sent. He told them to “stay in that house, eating and drinking …” This reflects His commitment 
to be with us, share our human nature, enter our story, get fully involved in our reality and participate in our 
experience. 

He is with us, not detached, not distant, not hands-off, but ever and very present, in our shoes, in the same boat, 
co-struggling, co-working, co-rejoicing and co-weeping and journeying with us until the end. This hands-on 
commitment is our pattern for building and discipling. This is also why we start a family with a vow “to have and 
to hold from this day forward for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, until death do us part.”
 
As partakers of the divine nature, we are called to manifest the 
same self-denying virtue Jesus epitomized. We are to share in the 
divinity of He Who humbled Himself to share in our humanity. 
When we know Him in this manner, that is, when we are one with 
Him in living out His character, we will be effective in making Him 
known.

That’s the way it is in the Kingdom of God.

And The Word Became Flesh…
The Most Reverend Bishop

ARIEL CORNELIO P. SANTOS



The Feast of Christ the King is one of the feasts celebrated among sacramental 
churches all over the world. Traditionally this is one of the feasts most looked 
forward to by the parishioners and families of Cathedral of the King, since it is our 

titular feast - the one from which we derive our name.

In his homily Bishop Ariel Santos, presiding Bishop of the Cathedral, exhorted the 
Congregation on these simple but powerful truths from the Word of God. 

God the Father is in the business of restoration. Colossians 1:13 -20 gives a picture of 
the restoration of all things through the Lordship and Kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
“For it pleased the Father that in Him (Jesus Christ) should all the fullness dwell; and 
having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto 
Himself.” (verses 19-20a)

As we look at the things around us, we cannot help but observe the opposite of what 
has been promised by God through restoration.  Sin, sickness, poverty, want, and lack 
seemingly overpower the Lordship and Kingship of God’s only begotten Son, Who came 
into this world to give us a hope and a future.  But the fact remains that Jesus came, 
became flesh and dwelt among us so that we might have life and have it abundantly.  He 
came to destroy the works of the enemy. You name it, He conquered it!  And the good 
news is He is still in our midst today, as Psalm 46:1 reminds us: “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.”  He is our Jehovah Shamma, He is always with 
us, our very present help in times of trouble. He is abundantly available for help whatever 
and whenever help is needed.

     A story is told of a Christian family who recently cried out to God for help.  They were 
beset with an insurmountable financial problem because the head of the family had been 
stricken with a lingering illness, paralyzing and draining the whole family emotionally, 
physically, financially and even spiritually. Remembering God’s 
promises through His Word, they stood on them and in faith 
believed that God would send help and deliver them from all 
their distress.  Indeed, the tabernacle of God is among men.  
God is not just present, He is with us. Help was given to the 
needy family in due time, because they cried out to God.  
He not only provided for the family’s needs, but He also 
healed both the person and the situation. Help came 
because someone obeyed God. Bishop Ariel gave 
vivid scriptures of how Jesus is affected when 
we do certain things to our brethren, whether 
positive or negative. 

Matthew 25: 34 - 45, verse 40 says “And 
the King shall answer and say unto them, 
‘Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as you 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’”  
In the Book of Acts, when Saul was 
persecuting the Christians, Jesus was also 
being persecuted.  In our modern times, our 
persecution may vary from being bullied to 
racial discrimination. Likewise, whatever 
we do in love for our brethren, we are 
also doing it for our Lord and King. This 
confirms that in the Kingdom of the King, 
just like the forgiven thief in Luke 23:33-
43, there are Zacchaeus, Mary Magdalene, 
and other prodigals who have experienced 
the loving forgiveness of their Savior and 
King.

This is the greatest reason why we are 
celebrating the Feast of Christ the King: to 
give thanks and honor to the King of kings 
and Lord of lords who left the glory of His 
Kingdom that He may fully restore us and 
all things unto Himself. The Good News 
is He has also made us kings and priests 
in His kingdom. As kings, He has given 
us authority to rule and reign with Him on 
this earth.  As priests we are encouraged to 
intercede and to stand in the gap for our 
family and our country.  What a privilege 
indeed to be entrusted with this spiritual 
authority and these blessings from God!  
Yes, He is KING OF KINGS and LORD 
OF LORDS, and He reigns in our midst. 
He rules in humility and in meekness but 
He also rules in glory and might!  Glory 
and praises be to our King of kings and 
Lord of lords!

Cathedral of the King
Celebrates the Feast of Christ the King

By Ruth R. Rodriguez
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Bringing a Greater Meaning to the 
Feast of Christ the King
Cathedral of the King has honored the King of kings and observed His feast on 
November 20 with a celebration of the Holy Eucharist. As the people of God, His 
people were created by Him to be a blessing to the world around them. This year,  
the church has experienced a greater meaning to the celebration and exaltation 
of Christ as King.

The church has always been a pillar and support for the truth – Thus, the church 
reached out to this neighborhood through an activity called “5K Kalusugan ng 
Kaluluwa at Katawan ng Kapwa Ko” (An Outreach Ministry for the healing and 
well-being of the people).

A special offering was received from the people which amounted to Php 31,656.00 to finance the activity.  The 5K was 
held at the Marimar 1 Basketball Court on Saturday, December 3, 2016 from 9AM to 12NN.  There were over a hundred 
people from the neighbouring areas who came.  All of them were ministered to by the Cathedral’s  prayer and counseling 
team ably composed of fifteen counselors of the church headed by Bro. Somer Abarquez.  They listened as the ministers 
shared the gospel of salvation, followed by individual prayer and counselling sessions. Among those who came, ninety-
seven received dental attention by a God’s truth.  The presence of the Cathedral of the King in this area of the city has been 
designed to bring hope and transformation. Among those who came, ninety-seven received dental attention by a team of 
five dentists, who not only attended to their dental needs but also gave words of hope, comfort, and love.  Sister Charito 
Flores and two nurses were at hand to perform basic medical procedures (e.g. blood pressure reading) and address 
simple medical cases, dispensing the medications prescribed. Ably providing crowd control and logistic support were the 
members of ECOF who came to assist.

It was truly a display of Body ministry at its finest delivering the healing to the needy – spirit, soul, and body.

Kalusugan ng 
Kaluluwa at 
Katawan ng 
Kapwa Ko
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Warm greetings to Cathedral of the King!
 This is a timely message to all of you my dear brethren despite what we see and witness with all the troubles in the 

world around us.Thanks be to God that amidst all this chaos and trouble, He continues to show himself as the Faithful and 
the all Powerful One indeed! The request from Koinonos to write this message for Cathedral of the King came as a surprise, 
and at the same time a joy because this was what I have been missing to do. I welcomed the thought of writing this which 
then would give me an opportunity to reconnect with you again.
 
I am aware of what has been going on in your church there and totally rejoicing with you with the recent development, 

especially regarding the acquisition of the land for the Cathedral of the King. Hallelujah for that! Our prayers came to pass 
and He showed you that He is faithful and that He is a God of perfect timing. I was so excited in my heart about that news 
and continue to be excited and joyful because I know greater things are to come in your midst and He will continue to show 
Himself strong in your behalf. Your labor in the Lord is not in vain! 

It was a great privilege to be a part of the Media Ministry as a writer/reporter of our different publications before, most 
recently Koinonos, not to mention all other areas of this ministry in which I was greatly involved. It has been such a blessing to 
be used by the Lord in this aspect along with all the other opportunities to serve Him. I have so much regard for the leadership 
of the Cathedral of the King who have helped me become what I am now in regard to dedication, commitment, passion, and 
availability to serve our God in so many ways. I grew so much in my spiritual walk with the Lord through all these opportunities 
and privileges that He has caused me to accomplish with the ability and talents that He has given me. 

Let me end this message with this thought: (Phil. 4:13) “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me…) Yes, it is not 
our own doing. It is always through His supernatural ability and power in us that makes us do things and would never even 
imagine doing without His help. Let this be a challenge for us to finish the work that He started in us and no quitting! “For He 
who began a good work in us, will continue to the end.” To God be all glory!

Non Nobis Domine! May you all have a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous 2017! Jim and I are standing with you through 
our fervent prayers and are always one with you in all your endeavors. 

Sincerely in Christ,

Jim and Tess Coates
Riverside, California, USA
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Allow me to share with you my story. 

I have seen death with my very eyes and 
have experienced sleepless nights crying, 
questioning, and doubting God.  

I have experienced being honored for 
several accomplishments and have 
received praise for my actions. I was 
judged for my age and ridiculed for my 
beliefs.Yes, I have encountered different 
bruises and battle scars in this lifetime.

I am a millennial. With all these, I have 
tagged myself as “wise”. Yung tipong, 
“I’m done there. Napagdaanan ko na 
‘yan.”

After graduation, everything about my 
assumption of being “wise”began slowly 
crumbling down.

The feeling of being an underdog in 
this competitive world resulted in 
my conviction of being unqualified. 
Even though I pursued and strove for 
excellence, I felt unappreciated. I was 
so worried about being clever, about 

Discipleship and Evangelism are two 
major areas of church life (together with 
Worship, Ministry, and Fellowship) that 

have been marginalized during our journey as 
a church.  There has been a major focus on the 
excellence in the Worship area of the church and 
in the activities that promote Fellowship among 
Ministry members.

As a result, many of the church life’s busyness 
has been focused on moving from one activity to 
another without realizing the lack of true personal 
discipleship which is vital for the growth and 
continuity of the Body of Christ.   The corollary 
of discipleship, (i.e. evangelism), has also been 
set aside so much so that few new comers 
have visited the church in the past few years. 
New comers have not been given the help they 
need to bring them to a sense of belongingness 
to the church life.  Most have felt a difficulty in 
integrating their lives into the life of the church. 
As a result, the young Christian, in the whirl of 
church activities, has been neglected.

For the purpose of responding to the call of Christ to share in 
His ministry, believers “who have made themselves available, 
and who are ready and willing to deny themselves, take up 
the cross of Christ, and follow Him” gathered on December 
9 and 10, 2016 in Pililla, Rizal to detach themselves from 
the multitude that follow Him and set themselves to 
a higher place within the inner circle called disciples. 
These same people were empowered to raise 
new disciples themselves, thus duplicating 
the whole process. The Discipleship Summit 
came at a time when the church is called to 
rise up and move by the power of the Spirit 
of God to a higher level of commitment and 
spirituality, thus obtaining a renewed outlook 
and understanding of the mandate of Christ 
to “go and make disciples” and rediscovering 
a living relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to know God and make Him 
known, particularly by  “building up 
itself in love.” 

DISCIPLESHIP SUMMIT

doing it right at all times; long enough 
to find out that I didn’t hear what my 
spirit was really saying, or the One to 
whom I was offering all this hard work.
During this time, I struggled to seek God. 
I looked back at all my past bruises and 
questioned God, “Hindi pa ba sapat, 
Lord? Ano pang gusto mong ituro?”

Then I realized, I had been filling myself 
with so many dreams and hopes but 
none of them included Him.

I became exhausted for I had been 
walking along a winding road and 
couldn’t find my way out. 
And then it happened.

Just like the story of the Three Wise Men, 
I saw a sign. I saw a light. I was eager 
to follow the light, because as Leonard 
Cohen once said, “There is a crack in 
everything, that’s how the light gets in.”

I admit that I have been that crack for 
some time already, and I want to let the 
light get in. 

Yes, I have been this narcissistic crack 
who knows herself too much and has 
forgotten Who God is in her life. Now I’ve 
decided to continue to follow the light, 
for it is the ultimate sign of hope, peace, 
love and joy.
Many say, “Millennials are very different 
than the generation that preceded 
them.” In simple terms, “Iba talaga mga 
kabataan ngayon.” Many say, “They 
are entitled narcissists.” In my terms, 
“Maybe, we just know more who we 
really are and who God is in our lives.”

My friend, just focus on that star. The 
world will aim to destroy you and your 
dreams.  But remember that it is not your 
own works that will carry you through. It 
is His Grace. At the end of the day, God 
doesn’t magnify who you were but who 
you will be. Keep failing forward. Let 
everything be an offering to the Lord.

I’m proud to say that I am a youth; even 
prouder to share that I am a work in 
progress.
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Eucharisteo means grace, giving thanks, joy!
These are the very words that the Ladies of the Cathedral 
of the King continue to learn in their Ladies Fellowship 

Meetings.  They are simple words that have been heard so many 
times, but are often forgotten when one is faced with seemingly 
painful, hard, and trying times.  Yes, how can one be thankful 
when beset with unhappy events or moments of seeming defeat, 
or going through a time of pain, struggle, and darkness?

The answers slowly unfold through a series of video teachings 
called “Attitude of Gratitude,” straight from the heart of a Canadian 
woman of God, Ann Voskamp.   Starting off with Ann’s memorable 
photographs, she shares the lessons she has learned through the 
years.  Her subjects are mostly her children, her home, her garden, 
their farm, her very own family.  Ann sees beauty in everything 
that she does. Even in every mundane thing, thanksgiving to the 
Creator who created her and everything around her abounds.

Like us, Ann is just an ordinary woman who had a simple childhood, 
and had dreams and aspirations in life. She is not spared from 
pain and the shaking of her faith. But even in that fateful moment 
when she has seen her dear sister literally snatched by death at 
an early age,  a painful event that broke their family and tore it 

to pieces, she learned that only a miracle from God can restore 
wholeness to their shattered faith in Him.
As a young woman, she witnessed the slow passing away of a 
mother  due to a lingering mental illness, but she still believed.
How can we, just like Ann, express eucharisteo  (thankfulness) 
when we are going through a tough time of pain, struggle, 
suffering, and darkness?

Ann Voskamp shares her secret.  “In everything give thanks for 
this is the will of God concerning us.”
Have we set aside the thought that God is in control? Every 
moment, every day, God has a plan, a purpose, and we need to 
have that consciousness of being thankful at all times. This is 
why God is good all the time! Thanksgiving precedes a miracle.  
Eucharisteo, grace, giving thanks, joy!
2 Chronicles 20 verses 12 -22 show us what true thanksgiving 
is all about. With our eyes focused on God, we give thanks to the 
Lord, for His loving kindness is everlasting!

For the battle we all may be facing is not ours but the Lord’s. We 
need not fight these battles; all we need to do is stand and see 
the salvation of the Lord. But we need to give thanks to the Lord 
in order to achieve the victory!

EUCHARISTEO :
THE HEART OF GRATITUDE

The jolly old guy in the red suit can be seen everywhere again, Ho-ho-hoing his way into the excited hearts 
of young ones. Christmas lights and lanterns adorn the lamp posts and aisles of major thoroughfares and 

the city’s business and commercial districts. Ringing of jingle bells, joyful noels and some melodramatic 
missing-you-at-Christmas songs fill our ears.

Don’t we just love this season? ‘Tis indeed the most wonderful time of the year for most.  Well and good for those who 
have much, for those whose lists will be ticked off one by one and whose trees will be packed full of prettily wrapped and 
bowed boxes. Even for those whose pantries are empty, who barely have trees, let alone presents underneath them, and 
whose tables are bare- even they feel a joyous respite.

But let’s be honest here. Children enjoy it more than we adults do. They have the happy innocence of just handing us their 
list, of opening multiple presents, of filling up their bellies with food beautifully laid out on the table and sweets galore that 
line our countertops.  We used to be these children. The fun slowly crept out the door once we got caught up in the hustle 
and bustle of the preparations needed. Now we know why Peter Pan didn’t want to grow up.

With a half-dozen children, the list alone warranted an inward groan; that on top of the dread of the crowded shops, the 
snail-paced traffic and the thinning purse and yearly wishing I had done my shopping early on. Putting up the decors and 
tree made one less day of my 365. Food preparation made me a critic of the old adage “too many cooks spoil the broth”. 

I sit back and guiltily reflected on Mary- what preparations she went through to bring about the first Christmas - the birth 
of Jesus. It was no “Once Upon a Time” princess story. It started with a shocking announcement from an angel, Gabriel 
(whose glorious form would probably make one jump out of their seat), that Mary would be with child… you know the story. 

By Mia Santos
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Victory cannot be received with hands closed like a fist, fighting 
and grappling.  We need to open our hands and give thanks. 
Giving thanks keeps our eyes on the Lord.

Ann Voskamp encourages the ladies to make the invisible 
visible, to see beauty even in the minutest things.  Furthermore, 
she urges us to start   Writing them down is like unwrapping His 
love.  It is a life album in miniature; 1000 ways of thanking God!

Indeed, the secret is the heart of gratitude.  It is facing all 
moments of our lives with grace, strength, and with joy.  As long 
as saying thanks is possible, joy is always possible. How can a 
life filled with eucharisteo profit us?  It is when we bring delight 
to the heart of God. 

It is when we enter the full life of our Faith by giving thanks.
Colossians 3: 16 and 17 exhorts us with these words: “Let the 
Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

GRACE -  GRATIA in
Latin means “Free and Ready 
Favour”

CHARA- means “joy”,the 
goal of fuller life.

EUCHARISTEO- from the root 
word “CHARIS” which means 
“Grace”.

And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.”

Having been blessed and guided by eucharisteo, the Ladies’ 
Fellowship continues to thank God for the good gifts He has 
bestowed to each one.  Prayers and thanksgivings for one another, 
for answered prayers, for family events and celebrations, and 
most of all for victory over sin, sickness and even death. Other 
family members and friends are remembered in prayer, that they 
too will discover the truth that grace, thanksgiving, and joy can 
be theirs through an intimate and living relationship with Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

Listing the gifts around us – gifts that God bestows upon us daily.   
Eucharisteo!  Glory, honor, and thanksgiving be unto our God!

How could a mere girl, not yet a woman by our standards, be so 
mature and take it all in stride? 
A scandalous pregnancy? A bizarre explanation? A nearly lost 
engagement? And to compose out of her own pure heart the 
Magnificat! Such humility! 
Heavy with child, she is forced by an imposed census to 
travel with Joseph for days through congested and dusty 
roads, through warm days and wintry nights, bone weary 
and sore riding atop a donkey.  Decent accommodations, a 
warm bed and a hot meal – the prospects were very slim.

And then it happened.  With cattle and sheep as witnesses 
and Joseph as the midwife, an infant was born. Mary, 
though body aching and begging for sleep, held Him in her 
arms and in awed amazement 
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ALL WORKERS’ MEETING

The Annual All-Workers’ Meeting of the Cathedral 
of the King was held last Nov. 5, 2016 at the Parish 
Center.  The place was truly jam-packed as an 
overflow of workers was present.

The meeting began as everyone was encouraged to 
join an activity on Teamwork.  The lesson learned: 
Never leave your team, no matter what happens.  
We must be helping each other and never leave 
them; that is the essence of teamwork.

Bishop Ariel then welcomed and encouraged 
everyone by saying that “We are work-ers, and we 
don’t just work in our little environment. If one is 
in Media as a cameraman, he just doesn’t shoot a 
video of activities and he is done.  The cameraman 
does this because in his mind, he is working for the 
restoration of the kingdom of God.  He is working 
to proclaim the Gospel, and this is his part.  In 
whatever ministry work you are, you are involved 
with others and you proclaim the gospel together 
with the other ministries.  Each of us is a part of the 
rest.  Each of us is connected to each other.  We are 
all in the business of restoring.

The Church is In the process of restoration. Our 
mission is what we call incarnational. We don’t 
just witness to others, give them a tract saying that 
they have to be born-again, and then, we don’t have 
anything to do with them anymore.  Incarnation is 
leaving your comfort zone and being involved in the 
lives of those who need your help. You stay for as 
long as it takes to get them restored. 

Our theme for the next year’s Liturgical Church 
Calendar is: Building Up Itself In Love with sub-
theme of “Discipleship through the Family.   Building 
up is not just a concrete building, but building up 
the body of Christ.  We are involved in the process of 
restoration and we are rebuilding; we are involved 
in re-creation.”

In closing he said: “As your Bishop, I am very, 
very thankful for each one of you, servants of the 
Most High God.  This comes from the bottom of 
my heart.  I appreciate all that you do.  In fact, for 

many of you, I don’t know how you do 
what you do.   Each of you has 

gifts and I take my hat off 
to you.  I appreciate your 

work and God does, too.  
Don’t ever grow weary 

of doing good and 
in continuing your 
ministry.  Your work 
is not in vain at all.  
Let us continue to 

w o r k together!”

Lydia Tagalog, Cathedral of 
the King Counsellor 

and Breast Cancer 
Survivor

Lydia was found to have a lump on her breast 
in July 2014 and had a biopsy in November. 
The result was not good.  The doctor said 

she also had other health issues such as gall stones. With 
continuous prayer, those health issues began to disappear as 
Sis Lydia believed God for her healing.

She had a mastectomy in March 2015 to remove the lump 
on her breast, and then underwent a round of chemo therapy 
sessions. In September of 2015 while having her routine 
checkup the doctor foundanother lump on the other side of 
her breast.  

The said lump was gone in a few months’ time! While she 
was still receiving treatment, Sis Lydia’s faith in the Lord was 
unwavering. Truly the Lord is her Healer!   Today, one can see 
her in the pink of health. She is indeed the healed of the Lord! 
 

Zenaida Chua,
Healed by the Lord!

Zenaida L. Chua, my mother, suffered 
a mild stroke in March of this year.  It 
was around 9pm when she fell down 

and hit her head on the side of the stairs. 
As a result she was confined to a nearby 
hospital.  During the first week of her stay, she was doing fine, 
but after a few days, complications started to appear, such 
as high blood sugar and pneumonia. The doctor advised that 
she had to take insulin and antibiotics.

My mom was confined to the hospital for almost a month. It 
worried me. She is 80 and I want her home resting. I had her 
prayed over by a deacon friend, and every time I visited her, I 
prayed for her speedy recovery. In April, by the grace of God, 
she was discharged.  The important thing is that she is home 
and well, and I thank the good Lord that she is still with us. 

Praise reports
By Richard ChuaNovember 5, 2016

By Alice Mandocdoc
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May 
Payo Ako 
Ngayong 
Panahon ng 
Kapaskuhan
by Dr. Maribel Develos

Yes! Pasko na naman!  Parang kalian lang noong 
malungkot kong binalot ang mga Christmas 
decorations sa bahay, pero ngayon masaya ko 

na ulit hinahanda ang mga  ito para i-display muli.  

Haay, kahit mag-isa lang ako ngayon sa aking silid, 
napapangiti ako habang nakikinig sa paborito kong 
Christmas songs.  Inisip ko ang nakaraang Advent 
Hour, Christmas Eve Mass, ang mga regalong ibinigay 
ko sa mga mahal ko sa buhay, at syempre ang Noche 
Buena, at bumilis na agad at pagtibok ng aking puso 
sa lubos na excitement na nararamdaman ko.  

Pero teka, bukod sa mga ito, mayroon tayong 
maraming handaan na dadaluhan.  Hinay-hinay lang 
sa pagkain,mga kapatid ha.  Bago kumain, huwag 
kalimutang magpasalamat sa Diyos sa lahat ng 
biyayang ipinagkaloob Niya sa atin.

Basahin ang mga payo ko ngayong panahon ng 
Kapaskuhan.

M - Mag-exercise at least 30 minutes araw-araw. (Exercise at least 30 
minutes everyday.)

A- Act like a child this Christmas – and skip the alcohol.  This simple step 
will reduce your calorie intake.

L- Limitahan ang asin sa pagkain.  Kung gagamit ng canned beans or 
veggies, i-drain at rinse ang mga ito sa colander para maalis ang sobrang 
asin.(Limit your salt intake.  Drain and rinse canned beans or veggies in a 
colander to remove excess salt.)

I- Include fruits and vegetables, whole grains, beans and legumes, nuts, 
fish, skinless poultry, fat-free and low-fat dairy products, and healthier oils 
in your Christmas menu.

G- Gumamit ng low-calorie, low-salt, low-fat, o non-dairy substitute sa 
inyong favorite Christmas recipe.(Use low-calorie, low-salt, low-fat, or non-
dairy substitutes for your favorite Christmas recipes.)

A- Avoid loading up on foods that are fried, buttered, or have a lot of cheese 
and cream.  Look for fruit, veggies, whole-grain crackers, baked, or grilled 
items instead.

Y- You’ll have more control over the ingredients if you prepare and eat 
healthier meals at home.

A- Ang mga pagkaing namumutiktik sa trans-fat at partially hydrogenated 
oils tulad ng donuts, chips, French fries, pizza, at iba pang processed foods, 
ay nag papataas ng bad cholesterol sa ating dugo.  Maawa ka sa puso mo at 
iwasan ang mga ito. (Be kind to your heart and avoid foods with high trans-
fat and partially hydrogenated oils like donuts, chips, French fries, pizza, and 
other commercially processed foods.)  

N- Never go to a party on an empty stomach. Eat a high-fiber snack such 
as an apple (or pineapple) at least 15 to 30 minutes before feasting. In this 
way, it will be easier to avoid overeating.  

G- Go out and play! Join the family fun games after a hearty meal to help 
burn those calories.

P- Palitan ang salt and butter at gumamit ng herbs and spices para ma-
enhance ang flavor ng inyong niluluto. (Use herbs and spices to flavor 
dishes instead of salt or butter.)

A- Ang salad dressing, gravy, at sauces ng menudo at caldereta ay 
pampalasa lamang ng pagkain.  Huwag mo itong gawing ulam o sabaw.  
To keep calories and excess fat in check, aim for about half a scoop with a 
serving spoon.(Dressings, gravy, and sauces are intended to complement a 
meal.  Do not consume them like an entrée.)

S- Split a dessert with someone. In this way, you`ll cut in half your calorie 
intake but still enjoy your dessert.  It`s a win-win solution.

K- Kumain lamang nang tama.  Use the “Pinggang Pinoy” developed by 
Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI) as your quick and easy guide to 
determine how much to eat per meal.(Keep portions in check.  Use the FNRI 
“Pinggang Pinoy” as your guide to determine how much to eat per meal.)

O- Outsmart the chicken and take off the skin.
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Thoughts on 
the recently 
concluded 
ground-
breaking 
ceremony 
for the future 
church building

It was a fine Saturday morning. The sun was shining 
so brightly as if it were rejoicing with us over this 

much-awaited chapter in the journey of the Cathedral 
of the King. 
On the 12th of November, numerous believers – from 
bishops, priests, and deacons, some even from the other 
parts of the country and abroad, to the ministers, and 
workers – led by our shepherd, Patriarch Craig Bates, 
and our very own Bishop Ariel Santos, were gathered 

as one family to witness the ceremonial ground breaking of the Church’s 
property in Marimar Village, Parañaque City. The special occasion began 
with a classical rendition of the song “Upon This Rock.” While the beautiful 
music played by the trumpets and trombones filled the whole place, the 
words from the song echoed in my mind: “And the gates of hell cannot 
prevail, for He said, ‘I will build My church upon this rock.’” I thought to 
myself, “It’s finally happening. The very ground that I am stepping on is our 
land.” At that very moment, I was overwhelmed with joy and thanksgiving. 
The promise within the song was finally being realized right in front of my 
eyes!
The ceremonial blessing of the grounds, led by the Patriarch and the 
Bishop, immediately followed. Moreover, the Patriarch, himself, touched 
our hearts with his words of thanksgiving and encouragement to the whole 
congregation. He declared that this day, the Cathedral of the King is made 
known by the King. He quoted, “We are standing on holy ground; and the 
angels are all around.” 

He was so grateful for everyone who has stood by 
the church from the beginning up to now, despite the 
countless obstacles through the years that threatened to 
prevent us from pressing on towards the goal. But, more 
importantly, he challenged us; for the journey has just 
begun. 

He reminded us that “The time of giving hasn’t ended 
yet. And the time of planting seeds hasn’t ended either.” 
The next few years will surely be much more crucial, 
but he was certain that time will come when he will be 
knocking on the doors of our very own church; and that 
this church will be a proclamation of God’s faithfulness 
not only to us but, more than anyone else, to the next 
generation. And so he said, “Finally, our children are 
having a home.”

The ground breaking rites continued with the leaders 
blessing the whole perimeter of the land. Afterwards, 
the highlight of the ceremony took place as the leaders... 

“...the Cathedral of the 
King is made known by  
 the King”
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...dug open the ground, symbolizing the new beginning for the Cathedral of the King as it 
continues to pursue the goal of having its own place of worship. And with that being fulfilled, 
the Holy Society of King David ministers led the people in a joyful time of praising the Lord. 
They offered their thanksgiving through instruments, singing and dancing. One of the songs 
that was sung was “The Battle Belongs to the Lord”, which is actually a recount of the history 
of the church. It is a constant reminder of the trials and the triumphs that strengthened the 
church through the years.

Towards the end of the ceremony, genuine smiles and undeniable excitement were witnessed 
from the people as the whole congregation was given a chance to have their pictures taken 
with the Patriarch. They were delighted to see familiar faces, and to be reunited with some of 
their brothers and sisters whom they have missed for a while. With the final blessing having 
been given to the people, the ministers sang “Non Nobis Domine” as a proclamation that the 
glory does not belong to us, but to Him and Him alone. Souvenirs, in the form of beautifully 
decorated bottles containing a handful of soil from the land, were given per family. The event 
concluded with the community of believers catching up with one another while enjoying a 
sumptuous feast prepared by the Ladies’ Ministry. Indeed, it was a time of thanksgiving.

As I look back at what transpired that day, all I can do is smile. Through the narrow, thorny 
roads that we’ve crossed, not even once did God ever leave us nor forsake us. All throughout, 
He was fighting the battle with us. And so, we have overcome. And we can see Him continually 
working in our lives…in this church.

Thirty seven years have passed – thirty seven long years of searching for a place where we 
belong; but now, we have a land that we can call our own. Now, I can say, we are beginning 
to live the dream.



T
here was such an atmosphere of joy throughout Taguig City University when the Diocesan 
Gathering was held there last November 13, 2016!  Patriarch Craig Bates was present, together 
with his wife Cathy. With them were Bishop Michael B. Davidson, Fr. James House and his wife, 
and Dcn. Ralph Legrand.

The place was filled with the people of the Cathedral of the King and the different ICCEC parish 
churches in Metro Manila, as well as clergy and guests from the dioceses of Southern Luzon (with Bishop Paul 
Villavicencio and wife Alice), Visayas, (with Bishop Dick Alcaraz and wife Nemia), Northern Mindanao (with Bishop 
Raymundo Abogatal and wife, Nanet), and Southern Mindanao (with Bishop Gene Lilly). “Oh, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”

Part of Patriarch Craig’s message on this joyful gathering was the celebration of the purchase of the property for 
the Cathedral.  He encouraged us all to play our part.  We have to put our effort and our resources into this project 
for our future place of worship.  We need to give for the building.  

We don’t stop giving. Give and it shall be given unto you. Giving is a blessing.  It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.  Jesus is a Giver.  Jesus gave all He had, which is the greatest gift. 

Quoting from the Patriarch: “Having the temple building is first and foremost, a place for us to come and meet 
with God. We will have a place to meet on Sunday and during the week and we know that God is there. There will 
become baptizing of children.  There will become weddings. There will become the burying of the dead. There will 
become Sunday after Sunday a place to celebrate the Eucharist. Jesus is there. Jesus has never left us and never 
forsaken us.”

Following the Service, a presentation from the youth from the Cathedral and from some of the parishes present 
was cheered and applauded for its creativity.

And there was more! Meals were distributed to enjoy as the people fellowshipped with one another.

DIOCESAN GATHERING
By Alice Mandocdoc

  “Having the temple building 
is first and foremost, a place for us   
     to come and meet with God...
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  “Having the temple building 
is first and foremost, a place for us   
     to come and meet with God...

  Jesus is there. 
Jesus has never left us and 
never forsaken us.”

- Patriarch Craig W.Bates
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A TIME
WELL-SPENT 
by Sis Emee Abalajen

My family and I were recently blessed with a “leave” to 
spend a few days away from work and the daily routine. 
I don’t despise this, knowing that all we do every minute 
of the day is dedicated to the Lord.
It was a beautiful morning in July when we flew to Bohol to 
unwind and spend time away from city life and just enjoy 
the beauties of nature: the green mountains, the deep 
blue seas, the bouncing dolphins, the colorful schools of 
fish and corals under water... and the seemingly slowed 
down ticking of the clock.  
Personally I had bittersweet feelings because I would 
miss the Daily Office of Morning Prayer and doing the 
video recording of the reflections shared by our anointed 
clergymen, and the Wednesday Fellowship, and yet I was 
excited to spend quality time with my family members, 
who are equally busy as I am. Yet I know that wherever 
we may be, we can still commune with God in whatever 
way we may.
And true, the Lord spoke to us in unexpected ways, 
because during our travel around the city, we noticed 
that at the back of every tricycle on the road is written 
a Scripture verse. It literally proves that the Lord is 
sovereign and omnipresent. We were amazed to learn 
from our tour guide that all tricycle operators have to 
comply with the city ordinance to put a Bible verse on 
the back of their tricycles; otherwise they will not be 
given a permit to operate. What an impressive and godly 
ordinance!  It dawned upon me that one cannot really be 
away from the Lord’s presence, because He speaks in 
many mysterious and unexpected ways. And we came 
home refreshed and inspired to do more for the Lord!
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Brief History

Very much like its namesake, St. Andrew, the Apostle, who was the Protocletos 
or “first called” by our Lord, the parish church in Muntinlupa was the very first 
chapter of Christian Life Fellowship to be accepted into full communion by Abp. 

Loren T. Hines on November 30, 1995.  It was first known as Christian Life Fellowship 
Muntinlupa Chapter under the leadership of Fr. Ben and Sis. Alice Mandocdoc. 
It grew from a weekly bible study group which started in October 13, 1983 in the 
Mandocdoc home, rapidly spreading from Muntinlupa, to San Pedro and Binan.

It is again the first among the churches to have its own building.  Around 2001, the 
opportunity to own a piece of land was offered to Fr. Ben.  Together with faithful 
church members, construction thus started on a lot in Lakeview Subdivision.  
Through the blood, sweat and tears of  the Church’s members, the edifice was 
erected.  The desire to have a place of worship prompted the people to keep 
on despite difficulties and roadblocks. In the early years, Sunday masses were 
celebrated under the heat of the sun in summer and the downpour of the rainy 
season, with only a tarpaulin serving as covering.
            
In early 2004, the Parish of St. Andrew, started to undergo much financial 
difficulties due to the increasing costs of construction and the staggered 
payments for the land.  The Cathedral of the King stepped in while negotiations 
with the owner of the land continued to snag. The Primate at that time, Abp. 
Loren T. Hines, had sent Atty. Alfonso Flores to renegotiate.  Thereafter, three 
priests from the Cathedral: Fr. Roberto Jorvina, Fr. Patrick Gatan and Fr. Renato 
Villavicencio were dispatched to alleviate Fr. Ben from the pressures of having to 
deal with all of  these things by himself.

After about a year or so, on September 6, 2006, Fr. Renato was made vicar of the 
Parish church.  Meanwhile, with the help of Fr. Patrick, Dcn. Mar Ventosa and Dcn. 
Jose Estera and other able men of the parish, the finishing of the interior of the 
church was completed through fresh funds that came in from various sources.  
When people started to see the progress that took place, funds multiplied, which 
enabled the completion of the Church’s interior.

While all of these things were happening, ministries increased, with members 
getting involved in various areas of church work. The first batch of deacons were 
ordained in the Cathedral on November 28, 2008.. These were: Dcns. Donato 
Anastacio, Luis Balbin, Joseph Minardo, and Felipe Naguit. Bro. Armand Navarro, 
one of the able candidates, unexpectedly joined the Lord a mere two weeks before 

the ordination.  In the same year, Dcn. 
Steve Mercado was released from the 
Cathedral by Abp. Hines to serve in St. 
Andrew.
A few years after, another batch of 
men was ordained in the Church of St. 
Andrew by Bishop Ariel Santos. They 
were Dcns. Joel Anastacio, William 
Eusores and Conrad Salvador.

Today, the church has nine active 
deacons who are mostly doing the 
work of ministry for the people, the 
needy and those in prison.  These men 
do their work of ministry untiringly, 
bringing hope to the weary, food to the 
hungry, comfort to the afflicted and 
hope to the discouraged.
  
Church in Action 
As the church lives out the mandate 
of Jesus in Matthew 25:40 today, it 
is actively doing the work of making 
Christ known to the world through its 
various ministries.
 
Feeding of the Blessed
The church has gone out in search of 
the hungry living in the surrounding 
areas of Lakeview. Every Saturday, Fr. 
Tats, along with the youth members of 
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COSA, look for people sleeping on cardboard boxes in the streets, in carts or 
in other dingy places and invite them to come to church and enjoy a hot and  
nutritious meal prepared by the ladies.

They are encouraged to freshen up and use the bathrooms.  A supply of toiletries, 
fresh towels, and sometimes clothing is made available for their use. While 
these things are going on, the Deacons exhort them and pray with them for their 
spiritual feeding.  For those who cannot leave  their belongings behind in the 
place where they slept and will not go to church, the food is taken to them by the 
young members of the church.

Prison Ministry
The Prison Ministry, which was started way back in the early 2000’s by Fr. Ben 
and Deacon Mar Ventosa in the National Bilibid Prison, continues to this day, 
and has even expanded to include the Municipal Jail of Muntinlupa.  Many lives 
are touched by the Eucharistic Ministry of the deacons in the city jail as the 
message of Christ’s love and redemption is taken to them weekly. With the good 
news of salvation within their hearing, many of the inmates see a glimmer of 
hope in the dreadful condition that they are in. Even the jail guards have started 
to voluntarily participate in the Deacon’s masses. Aside from the Eucharist, the 
deacons bring a supply of bread and water to alleviate their physical hunger and 
thirst in that forlorn place devoid of amenities and food supply.
 
Medical/Dental Mission and Blood Letting Activities
The church has also organized Medical and Dental Missions in cooperation with 
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes, and another one with the help of the Food 
and Drug Administration through the assistance of Angelo Roque, one of the 
members of the church. It was also involved in a blood-letting activity organized 
by the Alumni Association of Muntinlupa National High School in cooperation 
with the Medical City, which  was held early this year.

Gawad Kalinga
The youth of the church are volunteers 
with Gawad Kalinga, in cooperation 
with the Office of the Mayor of 
Muntinlupa.  They are on call to help 
out in the building of homes, or in any 
other way they may be  asked to assist.
Much like when the True Bread from 
Heaven came and made Himself known 
on the first Christmas morn, today we 
stand with only one mission in mind: 
to make God visible in Muntinlupa and 
make His salvation known in a world 
that is dark and gloomy.

Address: 006 Narra Street, Lakeview 
Homes Subdivision, Bgy. Putatan, 
Muntinlupa City.
Contact Nos.: 09055546477 or 
09993727703

Daily evening mass 6:30 PM, except 
Thursdays which is at 7:00 PM
Sunday Eucharist 9:00 am.
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It has been a tradition at our Christmas pageants or Nativity scenes that we 
group together shepherds and farm animals, and wise men and camels around 

the manger. The shepherds came from nearby and the wise men from afar.  I 
am not going to try to change the Christmas tradition that we have known and 
practiced since our childhood days, but the wise men’s visit probably took place 
long after the shepherds had departed.  

Saint Matthew calls them “magoi”, which we transliterate “magi,” meaning “great 
ones or wise men.” We think of these magi as astrologers because they were 
observing stars, and astrology was considered a learned occupation.  However, 
from the perspective of the Jewish people, magi look to the stars for answers 
that legitimately come only from God. The word magi is also found in Acts 8:9-
24 and 13:6-11, where it is translated as magician or sorcerer.  They were far 
from the kingdom of God, having different beliefs and traditions. The word magi 
was originally the title of a Persian priestly caste who played an important role 
in advising the king. It was applied more widely to learned men and priests who 
specialized in astrology and the interpretation of dreams, and in some cases 
magical arts. 

We think of the wise men as three in number because they gave three gifts, 
but they could have been any number. We gave them names based on the 
early Church tradition of Epiphany and the Easter vigil, which were the times to 
celebrate the sacrament of baptism. Blessed water from those baptisms was 
used to bless the dwellings of the faithful, and it became customary to write over 
the doorposts of blessed homes “C+B+M” meaning “Christ blesses this house 
(Christus bendicat mansionem).” Since the three kings were also remembered at 
the same time, someone decided to give them names, and to use CBM as their 
initials: Caspar, Balthasar, and Melchior. We call them kings, but the word “kings” 
might come from Psalm 72: 10 and Isaiah 60:6.

But the most interesting and intriguing part is: how did these wise men know 
about the promised Messiah?  We are not told how the God of revelation caused 
the magi to know that the King of the Jews had been born, only that He gave 
them the sign of His star in the east. Almost as much speculation has been 
made about the identity of that star as about the identity of the men who saw it. 

I believe they had an “unexpected manifestation” of the birth of the King of kings, 
and that is the definition of epiphany, an “unexpected manifestation.”I prefer to 
think of epiphany as a sudden great discovery or sudden great revelation – I call 
it a “Yes!” experience.  Cartoonists picture an epiphany with a light bulb above a 
cartoon figure’s head. An epiphany is a light suddenly switching on in our head. 
Suddenly we can see things around us.
Did you ever have a Yes! experience? I believe most of us have. And this Epiphany 
changes the rest of our life. This was experienced by the wise men as told in the 
Gospel of Matthew 2: 1-12. It was a Yes!  experience for them as they followed a 
star to the baby Jesus.  It was a Yes! experience to follow a star that nobody but 
God could have put in the sky.  It was a Yes!  experience to see the star stop over 
the house where Jesus was.  It was a Yes!  experience to see the baby. The Wise 
Men followed a star to the baby Jesus.

There was something different with 
this rising star. They conferred and 
consulted and discussed with one 
another, then they announced, “We’re 
going to travel east!  Pack your bags, 
bring food, bring a lot of water, bring 
a lot of supplies, we will be gone for 
a long time. It will be a very, very long 
journey. And don’t forget the gifts, we 
need to have gifts, we are visiting not 
only the king of the Jews but the King 
of kings and the Lord of lords. We don’t 
know exactly where our destination is, 
but we’re following a star. We have 
no idea about this unknown territory, 
about the geography, the culture of 
the people, or the weather. We have no 
maps. No GPS. No Google map.  But 
here we go!” 

So they started their journey, travelling 
at least 800 miles. They followed the 
star, arrived at Jerusalem, and began 
asking, “Where is He who has been 
born King of the Jews?” Because they, 
as foreigners, knew of the monumental 
birth, they assumed that anyone in 
Judea, and certainly in Jerusalem, 
would know of this special baby’s 
whereabouts. They must have been 
more than a little shocked to discover 
that no one seemed to know what they 
were talking about. The Magi went to 
the palace, (where else you can find a 
king), and were directed to Bethlehem. 
So they again followed the star and 
as it stopped over a little house, they 
were overwhelmed with joy.  Matthew 
says that when they saw Jesus, they 
“knelt down and paid Him homage and 
worshipped Him” (Matthew 2:11).  

The magi did not simply kneel before 
Christ; they prostrated themselves 
on their faces and did Him homage. 
Nobody among them questioned, “Is 
this the one? He looks ordinary to me, 
nothing special, nothing magical, no 
supernatural aura, no glowing halo. 

Wise Men Seek Him: 
The Journey of the Magi
by Dcn. Garry F. Salguero
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Are you sure, Gaspar? This is it? I don’t have any goosebumps. After all the trouble we’ve gone through, this is it? He even 
cries like a baby would cry for milk or a toy.” Nobody objected or opposed. They opened their treasures and presented 
expensive gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh to the true King. 
Of all people - the magicians, dark arts practitioners, those who put their trust in the positions of the stars in the sky - they 
worshipped the Savior of all humanity. Their actions reflected their faith that they were, in fact, in the presence of the One 
and only real King, the One who was “born King of the Jews” (Matthew 2:2). They had their Epiphany!

This anonymity and lack of historical information concerning the wise men is a reminder that this Epiphany journey is not 
just their journey; it is everyone’s journey. There have been times when we have experienced Epiphany; times when our 
night sky has been lit brightly, times when our minds have been illumined, times when our hearts have been enlightened. 
These are moments that gives us the courage and inspiration to travel beyond the borders and boundaries that usually 
limit our lives. 

Like the property in Marimar that God has chosen for us to build our church upon. Some of us may say “This is it? After 
giving and praying the Corporate Petition for so many years, this is it? Looks small for a church property! It is inside 
a subdivision, not accessible, very ordinary looking.” How about in our ministry? Do we see it as something common, 
something we’re used to, something typical? For the orchestra and choir members, for example, there’s no such thing as 
a common or familiar song that does not require practice.

We need to realize that we are serving Jesus in our ministry, and He is worthy of our expensive presents - our time and 
effort and attention. In the pastoral care ministry, when somebody calls or needs help, will we go no matter where, near 
or far, province or city?  We must go beyond our boundaries and limitations. That’s what happened to the wise men. 
Something stirred within them and they began to wonder, to imagine, to have hope that their lives were part of a much 
larger story. Could it be that the One Who created life and hung the stars in the sky noticed them, knew them, lived within 
them, and was calling them? Could it be that the light they saw in the sky was a reflection of the divine light that burned 
within them, that burns within each one of us? To seriously consider these questions is to begin the journey. That journey 
took the wise men to the house where they saw the Answer to their questions in the arms of his mother, Mary
We will not find the answer if we don’t take the journey. We may travel a different route than the wise men did but the 
answer is the same. God notices us, knows us, lives within us, and calls us. God is continually revealing himself in and 
through humanity, in the flesh. These epiphanies forever change who we are, how we live, and the road we travel. These 
are moments of ORDINARY EVERYDAY LIFE in which DIVINITY IS REVEALED IN HUMANITY and we see God’s glory face to 
face. It is a difficult thing for us to understand or believe.  But if we allow ourselves to believe and take the step of faith, it 
is the most wonderful “Yes experience” imaginable.  Wise men see, meet, and know the Savior, and after 
reaching home they tell about Him to their neighbors, friends, and relatives. Christmas encourages us 
to bring the Incarnate Word to the world. Let us take the journey and manifest God’s Kingdom 
to this darkened world.
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By Lian Malaga, Patricia Jorvina, and Bernadine Santos

Practice and trainings at least 
once every week, early ministry 
call time, worship on Sundays, 

and other endeavors -- these are big 
parts of what it is like to be in the 
Dance Ministry. For the past thirty 
years, its leaders have established 
in their own hearts as well as those 
of their students, the key principle of 
being a dance minister: to spread the 
Good News through movement and 
grace, to praise Him, and bring the 
congregation closer to Him.  
 
It all started way back in 1986, with 
the zeal and eagerness to worship 
and praise God. There were numerous 
concerts, Masses, and programs 
through which the ministry kept 
growing and evolving. Yes, there 
were problems -- either financially, 

physically, mentally, or even spiritually. 
Many have come and gone, but most 
have stayed. Though we may have 
conflicts with schedules at school, 
work or home, the ministry itself has 
stood strong through the years. It has 
continued to grow, reflecting the glory 
of God and bringing people closer to 
Him.
 
Being in the dance ministry is more 
than twirling in our pretty vestments. 
Being dance ministers means being 
on time. It means dressing up and 
changing in under a minute. It means 
learning to do our own hair and make-
up anywhere. It means adjusting and 
adapting to the space and terrain 
provided- be it big or small, slippery 
or rocky. It means being disciplined, 
patient, hard-working, and dedicated. 

Being a dancer on its own is already a 
challenge. But being a dance minister? 
That’s a whole different story. As 
ministers, the art that is translated 
through our bodies is a language 
we use as a door to the very heart of 
Jesus. It’s a conversation between 
God, ourselves, and the people.

We are blessed to still be growing in 
this ministry, and we encourage people 
to join our family as we continue to 
reach out to others. If you have the 
talent, why not share it with us and 
those around you? If God has touched 
your heart and called you to minister 
through dance, come join our family. 
It’s never too late to be what you may 
have been, never too late to learn new 
things. 

DANCE at Thirty
 The Pearl

Anniversary
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BAGUIO YOUTH CAMP




